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of Human Anatomy.” Everywhere throughout the work appear evidences 
of the immense labor connected with its preparation, and of the author’s 
constant effort to present with the anatomical facts such clinical appli¬ 
cations as may at once illustrate and impress them. Whether to the 
ordinary student “receiving first impressions of this great subject,” 
such “ union of the descriptive and the clinical data” is of service, is a 
question ; but there can be no doubt of its great value to one more ad¬ 
vanced, especially to the general practitioner, from whose mind unapplied 
anatomical details so easily and so quickly slip away. To such practi¬ 
tioner the work under review will be a perfect treasure-house of knowledge, 
to which he will turn again and again. 

Until a later edition may appear, free from the numerous errors that now 
mar the work and seriously impair its value, the reader should be in posses¬ 
sion of such knowledge of descriptive data as will enable him to make the 
necessary corrections. Though, almost without exception, the present 
errors are such as might and would have been at once avoided had there 
been more careful revision of the proof, yet no one knows better than the 
author that, as an anatomical statement is either exactly right or exactly 
wrong, absolute accuracy must characterize any work which will be accepted 
as tin authority. Freed from its blemishes, “Allen’s Anatomy” would re¬ 
ceive from every one merited praise as the most valuable work on anatomy 
published in the English language, and from such blemishes it can easily 
be freed. The more it is studied the more valuable it appears, and the 
more apparent becomes the obligation the reader is under to its distin¬ 
guished author, whose industry and learning have brought together and in 
relation such a multitude of descriptive data, and of clinical facts bearing 
thereon. P. S.C. 


Art. XXXI— Index-Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon-General's 
Office, United States Army. Authors and Subjects. Vol. v. Flaccus— 
Hearth. 4to. pp. [ii] 1055. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
1884. 

From the summary of the contents of this volume contained in the 
brief prefatory report of Dr. Billings we learn that it includes 15,555 
author-titles, representing 5755 volumes and 12,590 pamphlets. It also 
includes 8009 subject-titles of separate books and pamphlets, and 34,127 
titles of articles in periodicals. 

All this vast list is classified according to the rules which have obtained 
in the arrangement of the previous volumes. Those rules are such as 
have received the approbation of librarians generally, and even were this not 
the case, the decision of so competent an authority as the gentleman who 
has done this work, with such an abundance of material at command, 
would be enough to establish the rule. We speak of these methods as 
those generally approved, but no system of classification yet adopted in 
medical literature has received unanimous consent. To each one there 
are objections which can be fairly urged, and none which will meet all re¬ 
quirements. Thus gastrostomy and gastrotomy are both included under 
the latter title, and the reader is pointed by cross reference to abdominal 
and Caesarean section, to fistula, intestines, ovariotomy, pregnancy, and 
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stomach for further information on the subject. Indeed most of the titles 
referred to under this head are of cases which accurately writing surgeons 
generally speak of as gastrostomies. On the other hand, however, it may 
with propriety be urged that whenever the belly is opened by incision a 
gastrotomy is done, whether the object be to form a mouth there, to re¬ 
move a growth or foreign body, to remedy an obstruction, or repair an 
injury. We incline to the opinion that it would have been more precise 
to term all cases in which gastrotomy was done for the purpose of establish¬ 
ing a mouth, gastrostomies, even though many of those reporting them 
make use of the more general title. 

Eleven pages are occupied with additions to the list of medical periodi¬ 
cals, and their abbreviations, employed in the Index-catalogue, thereby 
indicating undiminished care in the final preparation of the volume for the 
press. 

Of the value of this catalogue we have repeatedly spoken in previous 
notices, as the successive volumes have appeared, and we can only empha¬ 
size those opinions now. To the scientific medical worker, the library of 
the Surgeon-general’s office is simply of inestimable value, and to a proper 
use of it a catalogue is indispensable. By consulting the pages of the 
Index-catalogue in any neighboring public library the student can learn 
what this great repository at Washington contains suited to his need, and 
can either secure the loan of the required volumes, under a suitable guar¬ 
antee, or can, like Carlyle, when he visited Germany to secure materials 
for his life of Frederick the Great, make a pilgrimage to the American 
Capital, and consult its treasures on the spot. In adopting this latter 
course, he will find every facility afforded him for a thorough examination 
of the books he wishes to consult, and it is to be hoped he may do so 
without the absurdly amusing discomforts which attended all the journeys 
of t he Chelsean sage. 

Now that the fever of political excitement is in some measure abated, 
it is to be hoped that Congress may be persuaded to give proper consider¬ 
ation to the claims of this great library, may resist the attempt to merge 
it in the Congressional library, may provide it with a suitable fire-proof 
building of its own, and may make such adequate appropriations as will 
permit of a speedy issue of the remaining volumes of the invaluable Index- 
catalogue. S. A. 


Art. XXXII_ Clinical Chemistry. By Charles Henry Ralfe, 

M.A., M.D., Cantab., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
London, Assistant Physician at the London Hospital, etc. lGmo., pp. 
308. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co., 1884. 

The Elements of Physiological and Pathological Chemistry. By T. Cr ans- 
town Charles, M.D., Fellow of the Chemical Society and Royal 
Medical, Chirurgical, and Pathological Societies; Demonstrator of 
Physiology and Physiological Chemistry, St. Thomas’s Hospital Med¬ 
ical School, etc. Large 8vo., pp. 4G3. Philadelphia : Henry C. Lea’s 
Son & Co., 1884. 

Thf. above two works are very similar in their general scope and cha¬ 
racter ; and appearing, as they do, almost simultaneously, they may very 
naturally become the subjects of one common review. 



